Satanism

Most religions have names that say something or mean something. Satanism is an exception. Some people feel that any other religion than Christianity is Satanism, however this is not the kind of Satanism I will discuss. There are several different types of Satanism:

Religious Satanism
Followers are often serious grown-ups who worship Satan as a God. There is even a Church of Satan. In a survey in 1991 there were 335 people in Canada who saw themselves as serious Satanists. The real number is probably much larger. In the U.S. there was an estimate of 10 to 20 thousand members of the Church of Satan, which is located in the U.S. This is only an estimate since the Church does not give out information about their members.

The Satan that Satanists worship has few if any similarities to the Christian picture of Satan. To most Satanists, Satan is a force of nature and not a living being. Satanists do not think of Satan as a big red guy with a tail, two horns and a pitchfork. All Satanists are not evil either, although some evil rituals have been known to be performed.

Gothic Satanism
This kind of Satanism is very extreme. It was invented during the Middle Ages. Some concepts are ritual killing of children, selling souls do the devil, breaking crucifixes, etc. In reality, it has never existed and does not today, not in an organized way anyway. It exists only in people’s minds. There are, however, a few gothic Satanists but they do not perform their religion violently.

Satanistic dabblers
This is a religion mostly performed by teenagers or young grown-ups. This is what has given the public the idea of gothic Satanism. Satanistic dabblers are the ones who vandalize gravestones and draw graffiti. Animal sacrifice has been performed also.

Other types of Satanism 
Serial murders often claim they are Satanists to get lenience. A small percentage of child molesters abuse children in a satanistic setting. Also many heavy metal bands claim to be involved in Satanism to get attention.

Religious Satanism

Religious Satanism is what I will be writing the most about, since this is the most practiced Satanism today. As in Christianity, there are commandments that are to be followed. But in Satanism there are eleven:

1. Do not give opinions or advice unless you are asked.

2. Do not tell your troubles to others unless you are sure they want to hear them.

3. When in another’s lair, show him respect or else do not go there.

4. If a guest in your lair annoys you, treat him cruelly and without mercy.

5. Do not make sexual advances unless you are given the mating signal.

6. Do not take that which does not belong to you unless it is a burden to the other person and he cries out to be relieved.

7. Acknowledge the power of magic if you have employed it successfully to obtain your desires. If you deny the power of magic after having called upon it without success, you will loose all you have obtained.

8. Do not complain about anything to which you need not subject yourself.

9. Do not harm little children.

10. Do not kill non-human animals unless attacked or for your food.

11. When walking in open territory, bother no one. If someone bothers you, ask him to stop. If he does not stop, destroy him.

Aleister Crowley

Many people believe that the Englishman Aleister Crowley (1875—1947) was the founder of Satanism. This is not true. He was only a very serious practitioner. However, it is true that Satanism spread a lot when Aleister Crowley started writing about it.

After completing his university studies, Crowley joined the Order of the Golden Dawn. This was a sect that practiced magic based on a mixture of alchemy and Judaism.

After a while he resigned and joined the British section of OTO (Ordo Templi Orientis) which blends ceremonial magic and freemasonry. He soon left OTO also.

Two reporters became interested in him and wrote an article about him. They said he was the wickedest man in the world. It was from this article that Crowley became known as the creator of Satanism and other wicked religions. He sacrificed animals and experimented with illegal drugs. He was accused of crimes, but was never arrested.

Aleister Crowley did not consider himself a Satanist but many Satanists have interpreted his books as proof that he was. He did pass through a short Satanist period but not for long.

The first real Satanists where Baudelaire, Byron and Shelly in the beginning of the nineteenth century.

The origin and organizations
In the 1950’s, religious Satanism already existed in the U.S. and the U.K. However, people didn’t know this. Modern Satanism became known to the public on April 30 1966. This was when Anton Szandor LaVey founded the Church of Satan. He combined his previous experiences as a liontamer and a sideshow barker with magic and psychology to create the Satanic Bible in 1969. He then wrote The Complete Witch in 1970 and Satanistic Rituals in 1972. These are the only books about Satanism that exist in well-sorted bookstores.

In 1975, one of LaVey’s followers, Michael Aquino, left the Church after a disagreement. He organized The Temple of Set.

The Church of Satan
The way LaVey practiced Satanism is the most widespread. But there are several more. LaVey wrote nine statements about Satanism:

1. Indulgence, not abstinence

2. Vital existence, not spiritual pipe dreams

3. Undefiled wisdom, not hypocritical self-deceit

4. Kindness to those deserving of it, not love wasted on ingrates

5. Vengeance, not turning the other cheek

6. Responsibility to the responsible, instead of concern for psychic vampires

7. Man as just another animal – the most vicious of all

8. Gratification of all ones desires

9. The best friend that the Christian Church has had as he has kept it in business for centuries

As in other religions, rituals are performed in Satanism. There are three different kinds of rituals:

•  Sex magic

•  Healing

•  Destruction ritual. These are best performed in a group. If the target does not deserve the ritual, then no harm will be done.

There is also specific Satanist clothing during rituals:

• Male’s wear full length black robes, with or without a hood.

• Young women wear sexually suggestive clothes and older women wear all black

• All Satanists wear amulets with the symbol of Baphomet.

Some rules apply to all rituals:

• One white candle is placed to the right of the altar; it symbolizes the belief of Satanists in the hypocrisy of Wicca, which is their name for witchcraft. One black candle is placed to the left of the altar. This represents the Power of Darkness. Several black candles can be placed in the room for light.

• A bell is rung nine times at the beginning and end of the ritual; the priest rotates counter clockwise while ringing the bell.

• A chalice is ideally made of silver

• Other ritual equipment includes gong, sword, elixir (wine usually), phallus and parchment.

The language used during rituals is Enochian, which sounds like a mixture of Arabic and Latin.

Local groups of Satanists can be called grottos, pylons, temples or by some other name. They correspond to Christian congregations and Wiccan covens. Satanists feel that Wiccans are hypocrites because they restrict themselves to work their magic in a positive way. Satanists use their magic and other rituals to benefit themselves and their friends, and also to harm their enemies. Some Satanists perform anti-Wiccan rituals.

Satanists have been described as conducting rituals that are aimed at Christian beliefs and practices. Many authors have described these rituals as reciting Christian prayers backwards or drinking wine stolen from a cathedral. Although some anti-Christian rituals are performed, reciting prayers backwards and drinking holy wine is just a myth. Satanists especially dislike Christians because they persecuted them during the Middle Ages.

Gothic Satanism
Gothic Satanism is an invention of the Christian church and linked to witch burnings. Priests stated that witches were a great threat to the world. A book called Malleus Maleficarum, written by two priests, Kramer and Sprenger, stated that Gothic Satanists:

• Are mostly women because they are more impressionable.

• Kill, bewitch and induce plagues in animals, ex stop cows from giving milk.

• Cause impotence, sterility, abortions and miscarriages.

• Ride at night on broomsticks to sexual orgies.

• Drink the blood of unbaptized infants and devour them, or convert them into soup, or bake them in an oven; their bones are made into ritual instruments.

• Offer their children to demons.

• Kill or place curses on people by simply looking at them, saying a phase, causing lightning to strike them, by blowing in their face, pushing pins into a wax doll made in the image of the victim.

• Ride through the air on the back of a goat.

• Anoint themselves with magical oil and fly on their own.

• Anoint themselves with a cream or make a certain sign, and immediately vanish.

• Appear to change shape from humans to animals and back.

• Can change people and animals from male to female and back.

• Swear homage and obedience to Satan, and had their bodies branded with his mark.

• Rejoice, dance, eat and drink in the presence of Satan who appears as a deformed goat.

• Kill and cook their own infants.

None of these points are of course true. The last victim in Europe of “the burnings” was burned in 1792, although burnings continued in South America until 1830.

Satanistic Dabblers
Tens or hundreds of thousands of rebellious young people in North America briefly believe in forms of Satanism. Their source material is often books by LaVey. These dabblers are responsible for Satanistic graffiti and (rarely) animal sacrifices.

What I think

I think that Satanism should be classified as a religion. But it is a religion without a strong base. There is no real organization. In a way, I can respect religious Satanists. They believe in a God just as we do. I also think that Satanism has become so well known because the God of it is Satan.

Eric Andersson

All material from www.religioustolerance.com and Microsoft Encarta © 1999

