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Written by Caroline Andersson 9a –00

Freddie Mercury

Freddie was born as Farrokn Bulsara on the 5th of September 1946 in Zanzibar.

When he was 11 years old he moved to India to start at a boarding school outside Bombay.

Whilst there he began playing the piano.

Eventually his family had a little sister, Kashmira, so in 1963 they moved to England. There he went to the Isleworth’s School and continued his studies at Ealing College of Art to study Graphic Illustration.

He graduated 1969 with a diploma in Graphic Art & Design.

Freddie joined his first band 1969 and they called themselves “IBEX”.

         He was 5ft 9½ inches tall, had black hair and brown eyes. He owned a big house with a garden which he shared with his cats. He liked listening to opera and ballet, he liked drinking Champagne or Vodka and he loved Indian food.

He sadly past away on November 24th 1991.

Brian May

Brian was born on July 19th  1947 in Twickenham. His parents were Harold and Ruth. He started school when he was five at the Hanworth Road Primary School.

He began playing musical instruments at seven years old when he started playing the Ukulele and the piano.

He won a Scholarship and attended at the Hampton Grammar School.

That’s where he began being interested in astronomy. 

         He joined his first band 1964, which was called “1984”. The band wasn’t very successful .

1966 he left school with four “A” in science. He continued his studies at the Imperial College where he studied physics. He wanted to be an Astrologer.

Brian is 6ft 1½ inches tall with brown eyes.

He is the father of three children. Jimmy Hendrix is his favourite guitarist and he is keen on heavy metal music.

Roger Taylor

Roger was born on July 26th 1949 in Norfolk. In 1957 his family moved to Cornwall and there he started at the Truro Cathedral School. He also joined the schools choir. Three years later he moved to Truro Public School and a year after that he began teaching himself how to play the drums.

When he left the Public School he wanted to be a dentist, but after studying it for a while he got bored and began to study biology.

         Roger is 5ft 10½ inches tall. He has blond hair and blue eyes. When it comes to music he likes listening to Bruce Springsteen and U2.

He likes fast cars and has a go-kart track in his back garden.

John Deacon

John Deacon was born on August 19th 1951 in Leicester.

At the age of five he attended at the Oadbyn Infants School, then he moved on to Gartree High School, and then to Beauchamp Grammar School.

The first instrument he played was a guitar and his first band was called “OPPOSITION”. He left school 1969 and went to college in London to study Electronics.

John is 5ft 11 inches tall. He has brown hair and green eyes. He is married and has five children. 

The beginning......

In 1968 two students at the Imperial College, Brian May and Tim Staffell wanted to form a group. The got in touch with Roger Taylor who played the drums. He joined them and they called the group “Smile”.

After some time Tim introduced Freddie Mercury to the band and he became a big fan of them.

But in the ‘70´s “Smile” split up and Tim went his own way while Freddie, Roger and Brian joined up.

They called the band “Queen” and all they needed now was a bass player. This is when John Deacon steps in and in 1971 he became the fourth member of the band. The band played small gigs at the Imperial College where they rehearsed for their friends.

In 1972 they signed a contract with “Trident” and it was in the Trident studios where they began working on their first album.

One year later they had their big breakthrough when they released “Queen”.

They were also the support band for “Moot The Hoople”.

After some time Queen released their second album. It was in March 1974 and was called “Queen 2”.

After that they went on one tour in UK and USA and everything seemed fine but in May 1974, Brian collapsed with Hepatitis and they had to cancel all the other concerts.

When they began working on their third album, Brian still wasn’t feeling good. But after some time he got better and could participate in the making of the album. It was called “Sheer Heart Attack”, and was released in November 1974. 

It was a huge success all  over the world.

In January 1975 Queen went to USA on their first headlining tour.

All the tickets were sold out and they even had to play twice a day some days. But some of the shows had to be cancelled because of Freddie´s severe throat problems.

         The first time Queen went to Japan was in April 1975. The Japanese were very happy to see them as “Sheer Heart Attack”  was number one in the album chart in Japan.

         The same year they were ready to release a single, “Bohemian Rhapsody”.

No one thought the song would do that well because of its long 5min and 55sec.

But Freddie gave a copy of the song to DJ Kenny Everett who worked on a radio station. Freddie told him not to play it on air, that it was for him personally......

But he did play it and it was an enormous hit. 

The single stayed at number one for nine weeks!!

“A night At The Opera” – their next album was released in November 1975. The album went platinum and it was Freddie designed a Queen logo.

         After being on tour in Australia Queen flew back to the UK to work with their nextcoming album, “A Day At The Races”.  

But they didn’t  finish the album right away, instead they went on a short UK tour again.

The album was finally released in December 1976. To promote the album, Queen funnily attended at a horse race.
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The beginning of 1977 was a hectic time period for the band as they were on tour in USA and Canada.

In October the same year Queen were about to make a video to “We AreThe Champions” and for the first time the band asked fan club members if they wanted to be in it.

After the video was done they played a small gig to say thanks to the ones who had turned up.

Queen released the album “News Of The World” on October 28th 1977.

The cover was a drawing that Roger had discovered by a science-fiction artist.

To get publicity to their new single “Bicycle Race”, Queen hired the Wimbledon Stadium, and there was a bicycle race with 50 naked girls.

The cover of the single had a picture on one of the naked girls, but panties had to be drawn on later.

         When they were about to release the album “Jazz” the band hosted a launch party which featured mud wrestlers, midgets and topless waitress.

On December 8th 1980 the soundtrack album for “Flash Gordon” was released.

At the end of the same year Queen had sold amazingly 45 million albums!

         In the beginning of 1981, Queen went to Buenos Aires for their first South African tour. It was a success and whilst on tour their album was in the top ten in Argentina.

The bands twelfth album was released on May 21st 1982 while the band was on tour in Europe. In December that year, Queen made it into The Guinness Book Of Records as Britains highest paid executives.

         In the beginning of 1983 Freddie started working on his first solo album and Roger on his second. Brian also began working on his own when he flew to Los Angeles to work in the Record Plant studios. The result was the release of ”Star Fleet Project” in October. 

In February 1984, Queen released  their thirteenth album “The Works”. The song “Radio Ga Ga” was released as a single from the album and reached number one in nineteen different countries.

         Another single “I Want To Break Free” had a very spectacular video – the band members were dressed like the people in a British soap opera, “The Coronation Street”. MTV in America refused to show the video.

Roger said that they made the video because they were bored at doing regular videos, they just wanted to prove that they could still laugh at themselves.

In June 1984 Roger released his second solo album “Strange Frontier”, and in August, Queen went to Belgium to begin their tour with “The Works”. They also went to South Africa and Sun City Superbowl, but the band had to cancel some shows as Freddie suffered from some voice complications.

         In 1985 the rock festival “Rock In Rio” was held, and of course, Queen was there. The festival was broadcasted throughout South Africa. 

         On the 19th of April, Freddie’s first solo album “Mr Bad Guy” was released while the band was on tour in Australia. When they were in Melbourne they had to play without any lights at all because the computer system had broken down.

July 13th 1985 was a day to remember as the Live Aid Global Jukebox was held in Philadelphia, USA. Queen was one of the worlds many top bands performing.

Queen was voted as the band who stole the show. =)

         On June 2nd , Queen released their fourteenth album “A Kind Of Magic”, and it was the soundtrack to “Highlander”. The album reached number one in the UK chart.

On July 17th , Queen played in Budapest, Hungary at the Nepstadium. It was the first time a major rock band  had been there and the concert was completely sold out.

On August 19th , Queen flew to Hertfordshire in a re-painted helicopter featuring the characters from the “A Kind Of Magic” album. This was the final date for the “Magic” tour and the biggest audience so far. It caused one of the biggest traffic jams in history when everyone wanted to be there in plenty of time.

In November 1986, EMI Records released the entire Queen catalogue of albums on the Compact Disc format.

One month later, Queens fifteenth album was released named, “Live Magic”. But the album only made it to number three on the UK chart.

During 1986 in the UK, Queen sold 1,774,991 albums!

One of Freddies favourite opera diva  was Montserrat Caballe, and in March 1986 he met her in Barcelona, which is her home city.

They became good friends and she agreed to record an album with Freddie.

Their very first stage appearance was in May 1987 at the “Ibiza ’92 festival”, where  they performed the wonderful ballad “Barcelona”.

The single was released in Spain in September and in only three hours 10,000 copies were sold!

Even the Spanish Olympic Committee liked it and adopted the song as the theme for the Olympic games in 1992, then they decided against it which made the fans very upset.

In November 1987 a documentary video was released called “The Magic Years”. It was Rudi Dolezal and Hannes Rossacher director/producer who followed Queen during the “Magic” tour.

         They filmed them on stage, back stage, resting and playing.

They also interviewed  the band, their friends and the fans. The video received several awards, such as the “Silver Screen Award” in USA and the “IMMC Award”. The band itself received the prestigious “Ivor Novello Award” for their “Outstanding Contribution To British Music”.

On October 10th  1988, Freddie and Caballe released their duet album called “Barcelona”. They had a huge launch party in the Crush Bar of the Covent Garden Opera House.

Queen released their sixteenth album “The Miracle” on May 22nd  1989.

The album was a bid success and reached number one in most European countries. To promote the release the band went to Radio One’s studio and let DJ Mike Reid interview them.

         Considering it was the year 1989 there were many “Best Of The Eighties” programs on television. In the UK, Queen were voted as the “Best Band Of The Eighties”. 

In November 1990, Queen signed a major record deal in North America with the Disney-financed Hollywood Records. Hollywood immediately began pushing Queen up the popularity ladder. 

On January 14th 1991, Queen released “Innuendo” as a single. This gave the band their third UK number one single.

Their next album with the same name was released on February 4th and went to the UK chart at number one.

On May 30th 1991, Freddie filmed what was to become his final video for Queen, “Days Of Our Lives”. Another version featuring Disney animation was made for USA.

The band released “Greatest Hits 2” in October 1991

On November 23rd 1991, Freddie announced that he had AIDS. He practically  stepped up at a press conference and said, 

“Hello my name is Freddie Mercury, I am infected with HIV and have developed AIDS”

Just the next day, the 25th of November 1991 he died peacefully in his home surrounded by friends and family. This was a shock for the whole world and fans from all over the world sent flowers and cards.

Three days later a cremation service was held

To raise money to the Terence Higgins Trust, “Bohemian Rhapsody/These Are The Days Of Our Lives” was released as a double-sided single.

The release was also a tribute to Freddie.

It raised over one million pounds for the Aids charity.

         On April 20th 1992, Roger John and Brian teamed up with some of the worlds top stars at the Wimbledon Stadium to pay an emotional tribute to Freddie. Of course the stadium was fully packed and it was showed on television to more than one billion people.

During 1992 both Queen and Freddie received many awards.

At Christmas a video of the Freddie tribute Concert was released and all the money was donated to the “Mercury Phoenix Trust”.

In November the “Freddie Mercury” album was released. A single called “Living On My own” was released from the album and won a posthumous “Ivor Novello Award” as the 1993 hit of the year.

After working for about four years, the album “Made In Heaven” was released on November 6th 1995. It was the twentieth  and final album for Queen.

         Freddie continued recording throughout the last month of his life.

This album is known to be not just the bands most personal, but also the finest.

Only one week after the release of the album, November 13 came the release of “Ultimate Queen”. It was a deluxe box set of 20 albums. As a companion to the box, they released  the definitive video documentary “Champions Of The World”,

with insight into the lives of John, Roger, Brian and Freddie.
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Sources

http://www.funinspace.com/queen/index.asp

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/1324/queen-historia.htm

Queen Rocks!

All of Queens twenty albums





Year of release	Title			Status


1973		“Queen” 			Gold


1974		“Queen 2”			Gold


1974		“Sheer Heart Attack”		Gold


1975		“A Night At The Opera”	Platinum


1976		“A Day At The Races”		Platinum


1977		“News Of The World”		Platinum


1978		“Jazz”			Gold


1979		“Queen Live Killers”		Platinum


1980		“The Game”			Platinum


1980		“Greatest Hits”		Platinum


1982		“Hot Space”		Gold


1984		“The Works”		Gold


1986		“A kind Of Magic”		Platinum


1989		“The Miracle		Platinum


1991		“Innuendo”			Platinum


1992		“Live At Wembley ‘86”		Platinum


1996		“Made In Heaven”		Platinum


1997		“Queen Rocks”		?
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