The development of the European Union

When the French foreign minister Robert Schuman and Jean Monnet in 1950 

worked out a plan for a more organized cooperation between the European 

nations, already several attempts had been made during this century to make  

Europe one strong force, democratic (Aristide Briand and Winston Churchill)  

or totalitarian (Adolf Hitler). Earlier though, it  hadn't enough popular 

support to become a reality.  

Now, the people of Europe had, in a short period, twice been suffering from  

great wars and everyone wanted stabilization. To secure peace, Schuman and  

Monnet suggested a coal and steel cooperation (OCSC) with France and Germany  

as the leading members. That would make the two great powers in Europe 

dependant on each other and make it impossible for them to start another war.  

Another main factor to the OCSC was to strengthen Europe's weakening impact  

in world politics. Now, the USA and the Soviet Union were the two major 

powers in the world. The OCSC treaty was adopted in April 1951 by ministers  

from Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, France, Germany and Italy. A new  

era had begun.      

After WWII, a large amount of different organizations was established in 

Europe. They were the predecessors to the European Community.  

While the Western European nations were given economic support from the USA  

(the Marshall  plan), the countries gathered in the Warsaw Treaty were not  

permitted to receive western aid. The Soviet leader Stalin didn't want his  

allies to become dependent on the capitalism. The Western Europe responded  

and set up the OEEC, the Organization for European Economic Cooperation in  

1948. Twelve years later, the organization also included the USA and Canada  

and was renamed the OECD, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development.

At the same time of the founding of the OEEC, NATO was established. It was  

mended for military protection of Europe and North America in the same way 

as the Warsaw treaty protected the Soviet Union and the Eastern Europe. Most  

of the West European nations joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.  

To strengthen Europe's defence and security cooperation and to increase the  

European NATO  members' influence in the organization, the WEU, the Western  

European Union was founded. All these organizations were established to 

create a stronger cooperation between Europe and th  USA.

In 1949, the Council of Europe was founded. It is working for a better 

international political cooperation but has no legal right to interfere in  

a member nation's politics unless wanted. Every member has one representative  

in the Committee of Ministers where the decisions are made under unanimity.  

There is also a Parliamentary Assembly, but it can't make decisions or abort  

resolutions made in the Committee of Ministers. The Council of Europe can  

be mentioned as a prototype for the European Community that is still in  

function. The organization has almost twice as many member countries as the  

EU and will probably continue as a compliment to the union. 

Simultaneously with the plans of the OCSC, France wanted a united defence 

community, EDC (the  Plven plan). France didn't want a German national army  

and therefore suggested all OCSC member nations' military powers to cooperate.  

But the French National Assembly rejected the plan because it couldn't 

accept dissolving the French national army. The failure of the Plven plan  

slowed the cooperation development down for a couple of years. It wasn't 

until the Messina conference in 1956 that real progress was made. A committee  

put forward a report concerning further European integration through 

economic and nuclear energy cooperation. In 1958 the European Atomic Energy  

Community (EURATOM) and the European Economic Community (EEC) were established.  

Together they formed the European Community (EC).

The six participating countries now had one major goal to reach, the political  

integration. At a summit in Paris in 1962, the leaders decided to wait with  

the political issue because of the differences between the member nations  

opinions regarding the union. Ten years later, yet again in Paris, the 

community was ready to achieve a European Union at the end of the decade. 

Another summit was arranged in 1974. There, a new social action programme was 

adopted and the European Council was founded (although it wouldn't become  

a formal institution until the Single European Act in 1987).  

In 1970, the European Political Cooperation (EPC) was established. It was one  

of the first and most important political organizations in the community.  

The Community grew as Great Britain, Eire and Denmark became members. The  

founding of the European Union didn't make the deadline 1980, but a monetary  

system that would aim for a future monetary union had been set up in 1979.   

In the 80's, the European Union became more of a reality. Former dictatorships'  

Greece (1981), Spain and Portugal (1986) were new members of a European 

Community that now was more European than ever.  

In 1984, the draft treaty establishing the European Union was adopted by the  

European Parliament. The treaty dealt with the new economic, monetary, social,  

and foreign policies of the union. There would be a two-chamber parliament  

with democratically elected members and a union council for representatives  

of the national governments. The treaty also had another function; It speeded  

up the member nations' treatment of the Union issue. Two committees were 

quickly set up at the Milan summit in '84 to investigate in how the community  

could be developed. The results of the investigations were discussed at the  

1985 Milan summit and three conclusions were made:  

A  non toll  economic  area  between  the  member  countries

Increase  the  investments  in  the  defence  and  security  sphere

More  power  to  the  European  Parliament              

The Single European Act was yet more important than the draft treaty. Adopted  

in 1987, it described a detailed plan for the creation of the union. The act  

is formally an extension of the old EC treaty with a foreign policy for the  

EPC.

Main issues like the economic, monetary and political union, had to be 

discussed in two conferences in 1990. The result was the European Union Treaty,  

signed in Maastricht, Belgium, 1992. Now, every member nation arranged a  

popular vote. All referendums gave a positive response except for Denmark.  

But after a new referendum one year later and several special arrangements,  

a majority of the Danish people voted positively. They weren't the only 

doubtful citizens in Europe to a EU membership. Many people didn't trust     

the union and in France, Germany and the UK the opinion was narrowly closely  

negative.

Since then, Sweden, Finland and Austria have joined the EU in 1995 and with  

the increasing number of economic developing countries in the Eastern Europe  

the union may only in a few years contain every nation in Europe. The 

monetary union is in full progress but will all member states cope with the  

severe claims? That's one major question in today's Europe, a united Europe.

